
Ecclesiastes 1:   Meaning of life  
 9 What has been will be again, 

    what has been done will be done again; 

    there is nothing new under the sun. 

 

Matthew 5:1-11    

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 

down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. 

The Beatitudes 

He said: 

3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Matthew 6: 19-34 

19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 

20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and 

vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 



22 ‘The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,[c] your whole 

body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy,[d] your whole 

body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how 

great is that darkness! 

24 ‘No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 

other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and Money. 

25 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 

drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 

and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do 

not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of 

you by worrying add a single hour to your life[e]? 

28 ‘And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 

grow. They do not labour or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in 

all his splendour was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God 

clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown 

into the fire, will he not much more clothe you – you of little faith? 31 So do 

not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or 

“What shall we wear?” 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and 

your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 

about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

Matthew 28:5-6 

5 The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 

for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 

and see the place where he lay. 

 

Luke 22:20 

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
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John 8: 23 and 31-32 

23 But he continued, ‘You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; 

I am not of this world. 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you 

are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free. 

 

2 Corinthian 5:17 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] the old has 

gone, the new is here! 

 

Philippians 1:21 

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

 

Revelations 21:1-5 

 21 Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new earth,’[a] for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I 

saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place is 

now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 “He will 

wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death”[b] or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ 

Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 
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Ecclesiastes 2:   Pleasure and success  

I wanted to see what was good for people to do under the heavens during the 

few days of their lives. 

 

Matthew 5:13-16 

13 ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can 

it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be 

thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 ‘You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 

hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 

they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 

the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven 

 

 

 

 

Ecclesiastes 2: Wisdom  

The wise have eyes in their heads, 

    while the fool walks in the darkness 

 

Matthew 5:17-20 

17 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 

earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 

means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore 

anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises 

and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom 

of heaven. 

Matthew 6:19-21 

19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves 



do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also. 

 

Matthew 7:7-12 

7 ‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one 

who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 

9 ‘Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 12 So in everything, 

do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 

Law and the Prophets. 

Matthew 18:2-5 

2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he 

said: ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly 

position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Mark 1:22 

22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who 

had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 

Luke 11:31 

31 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this 

generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen 

to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is here. 

John 11:25-26 

25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 

me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?’ 

Ecclesiastes 2: Toil  

22 What do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labour 

under the sun? 

Luke 12:19-21 

19 And I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. 

Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.’” 



20 ‘But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be 

demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 

yourself?” 

21 ‘This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but 

is not rich towards God.’ 

John 5:39-40 

39 You study[c] the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have 

eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse 

to come to me to have life. 

John 11:25-26 

25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 

me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this? 

John 6:27 

27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which 

the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of 

approval.’ 

John 15:15 

15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from 

my Father I have made known to you 
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